A new site for Newton’s Fiscal Lanius newtoni

Valéry Schollaert and Gilles Willem®

Cette note relate d'une prospection redlisee entre fe 8 et le 13 juillet dans une zone de tordt primaire
située 4 Fouest du Rio 16 Grande. duns le sud-est de ile de 3o Tome. 1l semble quiil sagisse de la
premiere prospection ornithologique dans cette region. Les obser ations étaient 4 la hauteur de toutes
les espérances. En ettet. Lo plupart des endemiques a File ont eté rouvés, notamment le Nasique de
Bocage Amaurocichla hocagei T'bis de Bocage Bostryebia olivaced bocagei et la Pie-grieche de Sao
Tomé Leruns newtonr Cette dernicre a ete. apparemment pour la premicre tois, photographide sur
le terrain Une deseniption des oiseaux observes est donnee. ainsi que de leur vocalisation et de leur
comportement. On notera en particuhier que cette espece a L queue clairement echancerée, fait unique
parmi les Lanms Fnhin, une obsenanon. malheureusement trop breve et duns de mauvaises condi-
uons du Neospize de Sa0 Tome, a ete realisee par un des observateurs.
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With the help of our FCOFAC guide, Pedro Letao,
Benoit Forget and (for the last two daysy Josep del
Hoyo, we found almost all of these: Dwart Olive this
and Sao Tome Short-tail proved relatively casy to
find, the latter along the smallest rivers and torested
foothills. OF Sao Tome Grosbeak, however, only briet
and unsatistacton views were obtamned by one of us:
what was thought to be this species was first seen in
flight and subsequently in dense, dark undergrowth,
along the rio Jodo. This does not permit confirmation
of the presence of this rare species in the area.

For Newton's Fiscal, excellent sight records and v
good tape-recordings were obtained. We found a Ty
total of five individuals at three different locations, all
along the ridge westof the rio 10 Grande. The first was
at 210 m, just south of the rio Miranda Guedes, the two
others at 180 m, between the rios Miranda Guedes
and Joao. GW photographed two individuals, appar-
ently the first field photographs of the species.

The following notes were taken in the field. A Figure 2. Newton's Fiscal Lanius newtoni, south-cast 50
very slim shrike, the size of a Common Fiscal Laniuys ~ Tomé (Gilles Willem)

Foov ol Habiat of Newton s Fiseal Lanins nettond, in
south cast Sao Fome (Gilles Willenm)
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collaris, with a relatively thin, long bill and long legs.
Primary projection appeared quite short. Head and
bill shapes recalled those of a small bush-shrike
Telophorus spp. Crown, upperparts and tail black
exeept for a white panel on the scapulars and grey
patch at the base of the primaries. The underparts,
from chin to lower belly, were yellow. Undertail-
coverts dark grey with white tips. Tail graduated. with
rounded rectrices, and appeared clearly forked in all
individuals, most unusually for a shrike. This is not
mentioned in most of the recent literature®*. but was
also noticed by Sargeant’, who considered it reminis-
cent of Asian forktails Enicirus spp. and wondered
whether this was a result of moult.

One individual (which was photographed) was
slightly duller, particularly on the underparts. with
the white panel on the scapulars a little dirty and the
undertail-coverts less contrasting. This may have been
an immature plumage, or due to slight sexual dimor-
phism.

The song consisted of a long series of quite short,
monosyllabic, fluted tire notes,. A tape-recording com-
prises an uninterrupted series of 59 fii notes lasting 1
min and 14 scconds. The longest series lasted 2 min

and 21 sec. We also heard a much faster and higher

pitched tee-tee-tee, and an alarm call that could be
described as a fast series of short fchick notes.

All individuals appeared nervous and shy. con-
stantly moving and not remaining for more than a few
seconds on the same branch. Both when perching
and on the ground (where only one was scen) they
moved the tail, wings or head in the manner of some
Turdidae spp, and appeared obviously disturbed by
our presence.

These are the first sightings of Newton s Fiscal in
the south-cast of the island. The speaies range s sull
impertectly known. Smce its rediscoven. i 1990 1t
has been recorded in primany lowland torest. up o
~00 m. along the rios Sao Miguel, Xuteaufe and Quia
in the south-west. and in the north-cast of the mam
forest block, west of Bombain There 18 also an un-
confirmed report from the environs of Fstagao Sousd,
just south of Pico de Sao Tomé - (] Rosseel pers
comm).
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